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Monday 28 June 2010 started as any other day in Dorohoi.  There had been a lot of rain during the previous two weeks 
leaving the ground sodden and that day didn’t start any differently; humid and rainy.  However, that night changed the 
lives of many in the town and the look of the town forever.  
It grew very dark in the early evening and, according to official figures, three to four months rain fell in the Dorohoi 
area in two hours. The river Gigia which winds its way through Dorohoi, already higher than usual because of the 
previous rain, burst its banks and flooded several different areas in the town. One of the worst areas was the road at 
the end of Str. George Enescu where the Centre is.  Apparently a “wall of water” came from nowhere sweeping 
through the old houses, bursting through the windows and doors.  
 

Some personal experiences.....  
Carmen’s family was one of the first hit.  We have talked about them often in 
our newsletters and many that have visited the Centre know Carmen and her six 
brothers from the parc.  Carmen was running from the water and was swept off 
her feet with the force, losing her shoes.  She said there were many people trying 
to escape the water and there was a lot of shouting and screaming.   The rest of 
the family, including her new two month old baby brother, were rescued through 
the window of their house by firemen in boats. 
 

Eleana Balan, the elderly lady baptised at the Centre whom we wrote about in 
our last newsletter, lived opposite and she said she was up to her neck in water 
when she was rescued, again through the window. 
 

Another area hit was where Brindusa, whose baby daughter Maria we prayed for so long, lives.  Brindusa, alone in her 
room, went up into the roof space to escape the water.  She was terrified, quite justifiably, that the whole ceiling of the 
old house would come down but had nowhere else to go.  
 

Her aunt, Fraguta,  whom we also help at the Centre, lives in the same area and her fifteen year old son, Marian, 
apparently ran out to try and rescue some animals during the storm on Monday. His body was found Wednesday 
morning.   
 

Eugenia, a young epileptic mum of two children lives on the outskirts of Dorohoi in an area built primarily for the 
gypsy community and is near two large concrete areas where Dorohoi’s dirty water drains into.  This “dirty water” 
flooded into their houses. 
 

These are just a few of the stories of some of the families we support through the Centre.  At least half of “our” 
families have suffered, most of them losing everything.   
 

Both our cooks, Ami and Ana also suffered flooding.  Ami lives with her parents near the Centre but their house will 
also be demolished.  Ana suffered flooding but her house is repairable. 
 
The week following the flash floods.... 

.........people were desperately trying to clean their houses and salvage what 
possessions they had but everything was covered in thick mud.  People were 
sleeping in the schools, hospital or other public buildings and then coming back to 
their homes, sitting with anything they thought they could use again, not knowing 
what to do or what would happen.  Towards the end of the week, bulldozers were 
coming round and simply tipping clothes, broken furniture etc into trucks and 
taking it away.  With the humidity and standing water, there was a real risk of 
disease so nurses were coming round giving injections for typhoid, hepatitis and 
tetanus.  
 

Help for all those affected.... 
We didn’t have any electricity at the Centre until Wednesday evening and as Ami and Ana had their own homes to 
deal with, we were unable to prepare meals as normal but the German charity on the outskirts of Dorohoi (who were 
unaffected) prepared pasta or soup for us to distribute at the Centre to anybody who had been affected – whether 
registered with us or not. Many people needed someone to talk to and everyone had their own story.  There were many 
rumours that the dam would burst and every time more rain was forecast or came, there was a tangible atmosphere of 
terror. 
 



Two days after the floods, we had a group of eight 16 year olds, together with three teachers from St Benedicts 
College in N. Ireland visiting the Centre and they were so helpful.  They brought and helped to distribute food, water, 
camping style gas rings, gas for bottles, flip flops, underwear and socks. On Saturday, 5 days after the flood, the group 
arranged a “fun day” for the children at the Centre with lots of toys, games and a picnic.  The first children arrived at 
9.30am and the last ones left at 9.30pm!  It was just what the children needed...... 
 
The current situation.... 

By the following Monday, Aid was starting to arrive from the Romanian Government, and 
other large Charities in and outside Romania and people started to get overwhelmed with 
food, water and clothes.  We have thus felt it appropriate to revert back to our normal 
level of help at this time of year so that in the Autumn and Winter when this help will 
have finished and the workers have gone, we will pick up again. We anticipate the needs 
will be much greater than ever and so in addition to our normal level of help we are 
sending out this appeal for funding to enable us to provide more food and meals, gas 
bottle refills, medicine costs etc.   
Those that have lost their homes are being temporarily housed in “container” like homes 
but most have lost all their possessions. There is no possibility at all of people having 
permanent housing either this year or in the foreseeable future and the needs for basic 
necessities will be even greater than ever. 

 
The official statistics for the flooding in Dorohoi are : 
 7 killed 
 2,800 evacuated from their homes 
 752 have lost their homes 
 31 houses completed collapsed in the flood waters  

254 houses are to be demolished as they are beyond repair  
50 have been demolished so far 

 
Obviously the pictures shown here are only a “snapshot” of the terrible scenes and soon more will be found on our 

website – www.glia.org.uk  you wish more information then please contact us at the address below or at 
peterbutcher@glia.org.uk 

 

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP? 
These floods have hit the people of Dorohoi very  hard, especially  those who had few possessions and a small or no  
income. We want to be ready to help those that have been affected by this in the Autumn and through the winter with 
extra meals, food, medication, gas refills etc.. In order to do this we need your help as this will put additional strain on 
our finances. If you are able to make a donation and help us to bring help to those in need, below are the different 
ways you can do this. 
 

By cheque –     made payable to “Centre of Hope – GLIA”  and send to our Charity 
             address at  Centre of Hope 
    7 Mosford Close 
    Horley 
    Surrey 
    RH6 8JS 
 

 

By payment or standing order to –  Bank   CAF Bank  
     Sort Code  40-52-40 
     Account Name Centre of Hope – GLIA 
     Account Number 00011331 
 

“on-line” @ -    www.justgiving.com/centreofhope 
 

“Gift aiding” enables us currently to recover a further 28 pence/£ donated. If you are a tax payer and 
willing to “gift-aid” then please supply us with your Name, Address, Date and Signature. 
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Centre of Hope is a UK reg Charity Nr: 1100325 


